
PRE-AP ENGLISH II SYLLABUS
FALL 2024

Ms. Anne Beatty
School Phone: 336-316-2860 Fax: 336-316-2858

Email: beattyap@guilford.edu or beattya@gcsnc.com
Website here; syllabus available under Course Expectations

Course Title: Pre-AP English II
Credit:  One
Classification and Maximum Weight: Honors, 4.5 Quality Points
Prerequisites/Co-requisites: English I, Honors English I, or Pre-AP English I
Office Hours: 

Before School: Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-9:10 a.m. I am also usually available by appointment, as long as you
communicate with me ahead of time, to meet before or after school.
Lunch: by appointment (I am free most days but sometimes have meetings.)

Course Overview: Welcome to Pre-AP English II at The Early College at Guilford! This course builds on the
foundation of English I, with an emphasis on the recursive moves that matter in preparing students for the challenge
of college-level reading, writing, and discussion. As readers, students develop a vigilant awareness of how the poet,
playwright, novelist, and writer of nonfiction alike can masterfully manipulate language to serve their unique purposes.
As writers, students compose more nuanced analytical and argumentative essays without losing sight of the
importance of well-crafted sentences and a cohesive line of reasoning. I am here to challenge you, but I am also here
to help you meet those challenges. If you find yourself struggling, come see me before school or during lunch (or
email me). Be an advocate for yourself and don’t be afraid to ask for help.

UNITS OF STUDY
This semester, we will follow the units established by the College Board’s Pre-AP curriculum. Students will be
provided with copies of all readings; however, you may purchase your own copies of the novels if you wish to
annotate (highlight, write in the margins, etc.). We will also use selections from the My Perspectives textbook provided
by GCS.

The following is a schedule of our units and core texts we will study this semester. In addition, we will also study
vocabulary and grammar and conduct research and informal presentations. Changes may be made as students’ needs
arise.

Unit I: Moves in Argument

EQ: How do people use language and images to document suffering, and to what end?

Unit Overview: In this unit, students will critically read print and non-print arguments, analyzing their rhetorical
features and moves. We will consider the benefits and limits of both language and film to bear witness to suffering,
whether writing about the Holocaust or taking photographs of the ongoing wars in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Ultimately, we will consider how the testimony contained in these arguments can bring awareness and effect change.
Unit Goals: Students will be able to

● Understand a memoir’s position within a greater historical context.
● Critically read a collection of print and non-print texts as arguments to analyze.
● Evaluate texts with different perspectives on the same topic.
● Practice close/deep reading and comprehension strategies, paying particular attention to language choices.
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● Incorporate argumentative writing techniques, such as counterarguments, rebuttals, and concessions.
● Reflect upon the messages found in literature and their impact on daily life.
● Write an argumentative essay.

Anchor Text: Night by Elie Wiesel
Ancillary Texts:

● Elie Wiesel’s Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance speech
● “If I Must Die” by Refaat Alareer (poem)
● “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” by Ursula Le Guin (short story)
● Selected photographs by Lynsey Addario, war photojournalist
● “The War Works Hard” by Dunya Mikhail (poem)

Major Assignments: Students will write an argument that establishes a line of reasoning and is well developed with
evidence and commentary. (Week 3)
Key Standards Addressed:

● RI.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text.

● RI.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.

● RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.

● RI.9-10.3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in
which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn
between them.

● RI.9-10.6: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric
to advance that point of view or purpose.

● W.9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning
and relevant and sufficient evidence.

● RI.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text; analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

● RI.9-10.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is
valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.

● L.9-10.5a: Interpret figures of speech in context and analyze their role in the text based on grades 9-10
reading and content.

Unit II: Persuasion in Literature

EQ: What is the relationship between identity and culture? Who gets to tell the story of who you are?

Unit Overview: In this unit, students will learn about the complex history and political climate of Nigeria in a
bildungsroman that wrestles with themes such as identity, freedom, oppression, love, and tradition. Students will
consider the intersection of culture and identity in the characters as well as in their own lives.

Unit Goals: Students will be able to
● Write a personal narrative that includes specific details, scenes, and descriptions.
● Effectively use exposition and dialogue to convey meaning and add variety and interest to narrative writing.
● Define, identify, and analyze an author’s use of literary elements.
● Discuss and analyze an author’s choices, such as use of structure, as they apply to meaning.
● Analyze a character’s development over time.
● Track dynamic characters as they change in complexity.
● Write a literary analysis essay.
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Anchor Text: Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Ancillary Texts:
● “My Single Story” TED Talk by Adichie
● Excerpts from Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe and Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad (novels)
● “Marriage Is a Private Affair” by Chinua Achebe (short story)
● “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker (short story)
● “The Second Coming” by W.B. Yeats and other selected poems

Major Assignment: Students will write a personal narrative. (Week 5)
Key Standards Addressed:

● RL.9-10.3: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.

● RL 9-10.2: Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.

● RL.9-10.6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature form
outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading or world literature.

● W.9-10.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences

● RL.9-10.5: Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and
manipulate time create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise.

Unit III: Voice in Synthesis

EQ: How well does the literary canon serve us today (and especially that most literary of figures, Shakespeare)? To
what extent should the canon be revamped or modernized, considering the benefits and drawbacks of studying
classical literature?

Unit Overview: Students will read a Shakespearean play for enjoyment and understanding—and once they are experts
(or at least a bit more informed) they will read arguments about the controversy surrounding teaching Shakespeare.
Ultimately, students will form their own position on the literary canon, and Shakespeare’s place in schools today.

Unit Goals: Students will be able to
● Understand and appreciate Shakespeare’s language, as it was intended (drama and entertainment).
● Analyze characters and themes in a dramatic work.
● Join a conversation among scholars about relevance and representation in the literary canon.
● Understand and evaluate arguments on opposing sides of a controversy.
● Support their own arguments with strong, cited evidence and commentary.
● Write a synthesis argument that brings several voices/sources into conversation with the student’s own

position.

Anchor Text: Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare
Ancillary Texts:

● “The Timeless Bard: ‘Translating’ Shakespeare for Today’s Audiences” by Rhea Summers (nonfiction)
● “Shakespeare in Modern English?” by James Shapiro (nonfiction)
● Excerpt from The Philosophy of Literary Form by Kenneth Burke (nonfiction)

Major Assignment: Students will write a synthesis essay incorporating multiple sources to support an original
argument about relevance and representation in the literary canon. (Week 8)
Standards Addressed:
RL.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
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● RL.9-10.5: Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and
manipulate time create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise.

● RL.9-10.2: Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.

● L.9-10.4: Determine and/or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based
on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies: context clues, word parts,
word relationships, and reference materials.

● L.9-10.5: Interpret figures of speech in context and analyze their role in the text based on grades 9-10 reading
and content.

● SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Unit IV: Purpose in Poetry and Prose

EQ: What is the relationship between language, power, and freedom? How do people find autonomy and
empowerment in their lives?

Unit Overview: In this unit, students will critically read a collection of poetry and Toni Morrison’s Beloved, a novel
which grapples with the legacy of slavery and racism to examine the sacrifices and limitations that free people still face.

Unit Goals: Students will be able to
● Read, understand, analyze, and appreciate a range of poetry.
● Evaluate a rich literary text through analysis of complex ideas, concepts, and historical context.
● Write a literary analysis research paper that introduces and develops a strong thesis with well-chosen evidence

and valid reasoning.
● Quote directly from the text with exact quotations; paraphrase ideas by restating in new words.
● Correctly integrate quotations and other evidence into written analysis; cite according to MLA format.

Anchor Text: Beloved by Toni Morrison
Ancillary Texts:
“There Are Birds Here” by Jamal May (poem)
“For My People” by Margaret Walker (poem)
“Joyas Voladoras” by Brian Doyle (nonfiction)
“The History Teacher” by Billy Collins (poem)
Major Assignment:
Students will write a four-to-six-page analytical research paper that discusses, in-depth, a particular aspect of the novel
(imagery, symbolism, characterization, etc.). (Weeks 12-13)
Standards Addressed:

● RL.9-10.5: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and
manipulate time create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise.

● W.9-10.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

● RI.9-10.7: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums, determining which details are
emphasized in each account.

● L.9-10.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking; demonstrate proficiency within the 9-12 grammar continuum.

● SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Unit V: “All That Glitters”
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EQ: How do money and class affect our American ideas of happiness and success—both one hundred years ago and
today?
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will be drawn into the social circle of a young millionaire living during the 1920s
Jazz Age. The protagonist Jay Gatsby’s elegant life reveals not only his success, but also his hidden desires.
Unit Goals: Students will be able to

● Evaluate a rich literary text through analysis of nuanced language and themes.
● Participate in meaningful small and large group discussions.
● Analyze how authors convey complex ideas, concepts, and information.
● Write a rhetorical analysis essay that effectively introduces and develops a thesis with well-chosen evidence.
● Expand knowledge and use of academic and concept vocabulary.

Anchor Text: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Ancillary Texts:
● “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” by Peter Singer (nonfiction)
● “My Possessions, Myself ” by Russell W. Belk (nonfiction)
● “The Good Life” by Tracy K. Smith (poem)
● “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant (short story)

Major Assignment: Students will write a rhetorical analysis essay that identifies the author’s purpose, establishes a line
of reasoning, and develops an argument with textual evidence and commentary. (WEEK 16)
Standards Addressed:

● RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.

● RI.9-10.3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in
which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn
between them.

● RI.9-10.5: Analyze how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text.

● RL.9-10.2: Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.

● RL.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text; analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

● RL.9-10.5: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and
manipulate time create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise.

● W.9-10.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

● L.9-10.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing; demonstrate proficiency within the 9-12 conventions continuum.

GRADING
The grade that you earn in this class is your grade – therefore, it’s up to you to be responsible for all notes,
assignments, due dates, make-up work, and so forth.

Quarter 1: 40% Quarter 2: 40% Final Exam (EOC): 20%

Evaluation each quarter will be based on the following percentages:
● Classwork/Homework……………………………………....20%
● Quizzes, In-Class or Shorter Essays……………….………..30%
● Tests, Projects, Out-of-Class or Longer Essays..…………....50%
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Guilford County Schools Grading Scale:
A = 90-100
B = 80-89
C = 70-79

D = 60-69
F = 59 AND BELOW
INC = INCOMPLETE

Late Work Policy: If you turn in late work, your grade will receive a 10% deduction for each day it is late. (Example: If
you earned a 90% but submitted your essay/project one day late, you’d receive an 80%.) I do not accept late work more than a
week after the due date. If you experience extenuating circumstances, you should negotiate with me in person PRIOR to the
day the assignment is due, whenever possible. Only if I have granted an extension do I accept late work for full credit.

Make Up Work Policy: A student who misses the day before a test or quiz is still expected to take the test or quiz on
the appropriate day. Exceptions may be made on a case-by-case basis for students, particularly for those students who have
also missed two or more days directly prior to the test or quiz.
Students are expected to have their homework assignments completed regardless of whether they missed the prior day’s
lesson, unless that assignment was given in class on the day of a student’s absence. A student who misses a test or quiz
date must discuss a makeup date with Ms. Beatty upon return to school, within a week of the missed assessment.

Open Revision Policy: I firmly believe in revision as the path to improved writing. To that end, I have an open revision
policy on all writing assignments, big or small. Once you receive a graded piece of writing, you have two weeks to revise
and resubmit for a new grade (meeting with me or a TA is optional but sometimes helpful). When you turn in a revised
piece of writing, you must include all previous drafts (stapled if hard copy; if on Canvas, you can resubmit to the same
assignment and all drafts will be stored). You must also highlight (or otherwise signal by changing font, etc.) all the places
you have revised the language/ideas. Best of all: once you have revised a piece of writing in the two-week window, you may
continue to revise it as many times as you like unlike the end of the quarter (I’ll set a deadline, usually about a week before
the quarter ends, for all final revisions). It’s win-win: you have the ability to earn the grade you want, and you become a
better writer in the process.

Online Assignments: You will do some writing by hand in class, which you will turn in on paper, but some assignments
you may turn in digitally, on Canvas. Any assignments you turn in on Canvas must be either in pdf form or a Microsoft
Word document, no Google docs. Google docs is a great tool but it’s problematic with Canvas because 1) sometimes
students forget to give me access and 2) documents can be edited after the due date. It’s fine to work in Google docs, just
save your work as a pdf before uploading to Canvas.

Once you turn something in on Canvas, I will check and make sure I can open/access your submission. If not, I will put a
comment on the submission which will appear as a note to you on the homepage for my course. You should get in the
habit of checking this regularly, especially if you have submitted something. If I cannot open your document, you have 24
hours to remedy it from the time I post the comment alerting you to the problem.

Papers and Major Projects: All final papers and major projects must be typed in 12-point Times New Roman font
and double-spaced, using MLA format. The Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab) is an excellent resource for MLA
format questions. Be sure you have used a spelling/grammar check on anything typed that you submit. Take pride in your
writing and respect the written word: I expect all papers to show care and attention to instructions. Any assignment turned
in not in MLA format will be returned, ungraded.

Other Resources: You can find many helpful links, including the OWL site above, on my Canvas homepage. We will also
use AP Classroom frequently, as this is a Pre-AP course. I will help you get signed up and in the right section in AP
Classroom in class.
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CLASS EXPECTATIONS
1. Respect all around. Caring and consideration for others will be central to our class environment in every
direction – from teacher to student, student to student, and student to teacher. In this class, you will regularly
share your ideas with others—both verbally and in writing. Thus, respecting your classmates and their
perspectives, opinions, and beliefs is of utmost importance. In this discussion-based class, we will honor and
practice gracious honesty and constructive friction. Our classroom should be a safe space in which everyone is
excited to present his/her viewpoints, and no one feels threatened, bullied, or belittled. Treat others and this
space just as you’d like yourself or your room to be treated.

2. Cell Phone Policy:
Students should turn cell phones off or silence them and put them in their backpacks (not in pockets, on the desk,
etc.). When cell phones may be used for instructional purposes, the teacher will instruct students to get them out.
We will use laptops sometimes in class, but students should not have laptops out unless they have been expressly
instructed to use them. See study here on the benefits of restricting devices.

3. Responsibility: Take responsibility for your own learning. Use a planner or cell phone reminders to keep
track of your assignments. Reach out to Ms. Beatty if you have questions or concerns about getting your work
done well and on time. In terms of food and bathroom breaks, handle these discreetly and responsibly. If you
need to eat a snack between classes, that snack should be consumed within the first 5 minutes of class. You may
leave the class to use the bathroom during group work or individual work, but not during whole-class instruction
or discussion except in cases of emergency. If leaving during class becomes a problematic pattern, we will have a
conversation.

4. Cheating: In all its forms—copying homework, sharing test questions, “borrowing” information without
citing it, using outside resources instead of your own, plagiarizing, etc. – cheating is academic and personal
dishonesty. DON’T DO IT. All students involved in cheating will receive an F on the assignment with possible
repercussions involving the ECG’s honor code. Adhere to the honor code and ensure that all work you submit is
of your own creation; approach all situations with honesty and integrity.

5. Participation: Participation has little to do with tests, papers, or projects; it has everything to do with the kind
of person you decide to be in our classroom. Here is what I expect from you as a full participant in my class:

● Be prepared and fully present daily.
● Do not interrupt the teacher or classmates when they are talking.
● Help engender our daily class discussions by contributing your important comments, building

off of what someone else has said, and listening well.
● Volunteer to read aloud or answer questions and speak up in large or small groups.
● Share your experiences, your insight, and your wisdom to the extent you are comfortable doing

so; support your classmates when they share with you.
● Be daring in your willingness to explore, to share, and to push yourself.

Most importantly: the default mode of this class is to be laptop-free, so that you can focus your attention
on the texts and discussion in front of you, unless we are intentionally using technology.
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Students: Please sign this sheet, give it to your parents/guardian to complete, and turn it in by
Friday, August 9, 2024.

The syllabus is also available on my webpage and through this QR code:

I have read the information on Ms. Beatty’s syllabus handout.

_________________________________________
Student Name (Printed)

_________________________________________ ________________________
Student Signature Date

_________________________________________ ________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Questions or concerns? Please indicate them below or email me if you’d prefer.

Note: Much of our reading consists of literature written for adults, and this curriculum is designed to
prepare students for success at the college level in two years. However, if you or your parent(s) have any
concerns about readings, now or in the future, please don’t hesitate to talk to me. I’m sure together we can
work something out.
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